
 
Culture and Conceptions of Mind, Mental Illness and Sanity in the United States  

 

 
Figure 1| Image from Apfel, L. 2015 "Why I gave my child the Myers-Briggs Test" BrainChild Magazine. 

 
 Welcome! This course is designed for medical and psychological anthropology, critical 
humanities, and public health majors. The course examines the historical, cultural, and 
discursive formations of mind, mental health, and mental illness in the US. The course unpacks 
the means by which categories such as “health and illness,” “stigma and norm” play into each 
other and inform popular, academic and institutional understandings of sanity. Through a wide-
variety of literature, this course engages with contemporary psychocultural anthropology and US 
popular culture to train students to look closely at the function of culture in their everyday lives 
and their conceptions of self.   
 
Course Objectives|  

1. Students will come to understand medical and psychological practices as cultural systems 
and through this understanding look at their own conceptions of mental health and illness 
(whether or not they are from the US) as culturally informed and worthy of critique and 
exploration.    

2. Through cross-cultural and rhetorical examination, students will develop a deeper sense 
of the historical, cultural, and discursive life of conceptions of mind, mental health, and 
mental illness in the United States.  

3. Students will develop a thorough understanding of institutionalized practices of treatment 
and care and the interrelation between these practices and broader public conceptions of 
mental health and illness in the US.   

4. Students will examine psychocultural “keywords” in a cross-cultural and etymologically 
informed manner in order to develop a greater sense of how it is that mental health and 
illness operate in our conceptions of self and personhood.  
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Requirements| Class meets twice a week. Students are expected to attend and regularly 
participate. In addition to completing each week’s readings, students are expected to submit a 
reading response by 11:59pm the evening before class. Instructions for reading responses are 
included at the end of the syllabus.  Students will complete one midterm paper and presentation 
(paper: 2-3 pages in length; presentation:  5-10 minutes long) and a final paper (7-8 pages).  
Instructions for both papers and the presentation are included at the end of the syllabus.  
 
Required Materials| 

1 Public library card in the student’s name.  
1 Subscription to OneClick Digital (free if the student has a library card).  

 
Required Texts| 
 
Luhrmann, T. 2000 Of Two Minds: An Anthropologists Looks at American Psychiatry. Vintage Books, 
 Random House: New York  
Rhodes, L.A. 2004. Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum Security Prison. University 
 of California Press: Berkeley  
Price, M. 2011. Mad at School: Rhetorics of Mental Disability and Academic Life.  University of Michigan 
 Press: Ann Arbor 
 
Optional Texts| 
Williams, R. 1983. Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society (Revised Edition). Oxford University 
 Press: Oxford, UK.  
 
Grading|  
 
Attendance and Participation …………………………………………………………………20% 
Weekly Reading Response and Class Discussion Leading……………………….……………30% 

• Reading Responses…………………………….25% 
• Leading Class Discussion………………………..5% 

Midterm: Keywords Assignment and Presentation ……………………...……………………20% 
• Paper (1-3 pages) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .10% 
• Presentation (5 minutes) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5% 
• Office Hours Consultation (before due date) . .  . 5% 

Final Paper: Book Review …………………………………………………………………….30% 
 
 
Class Format|  
Class will meet twice a week for 1½ hours. The majority of our class meetings will be comprised 
of a 30 minute lecture or data presentation and one hour of discussion. Lectures will be guided 
by materials listed under “In-Class Resources.” These resources will be posted on the class 
website but are not required readings. Students should have all materials listed under “Listen,” 
“Watch,” “Explore,” “Read,” and “Write” completed for the day listed.  
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PART ONE| Introduction 
 

 
Figure 2| Mental Illness vs. Physical Illness, Haejin Park for Buzzfeed News 2015 

Week One| Introduction  
 
During our first week, students will be introduced to the major themes and objectives of the course. 
Through an exploration of popular conceptions of mental health (with a close look at Buzzfeed News’s 
“Mental Health Week”) students will begin questioning what it means to be a member of a “public” and 
to consider how it is that we begin to categorize and distinguish between health and illness. Along the 
way, students will begin to grapple with the idea that medicine and psychiatry in particular are cultural 
systems. This will be further explored on Day 2 when students look at how biomedical  doctors learn to 
understand the body and mind.  
 
Day One| Discovering Language in Public, Mental Health Discourse   
  
In-Class Resources:  
King, K and H. Park.  2015. “How People Treat Mental Illness vs. How They Treat Physical  Illness.” 
 Buzzfeed News.http://www.buzzfeed.com/kirstenking/have-you-tried-herbal-tea#.bmlK4XXzL 
Warner, M. 2002. “Publics and Counterpublics (Abbreviated Version)” Quarterly Journal of  
 Speech  88 (4). pp. 413- 425  
Williams, R. 1985. “Dialectic.” In Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society. Oxford University Press: 
 Oxford UK.  
Burke, K. 1962 “Master Tropes” In A Grammar of Motives. University of California Press: Berkeley  
Kleinman, A. 1978. “Concepts and a Model for the Comparison of Medical Systems as Cultural 
 Systems” Social Science and Medicine. 12. pp. 85-93 

 
No Assigned Reading or Writing. 

 
Day Two| Learning How to Look: Doctors and Their Subjects  
 
Luhrmann, T. 2000 “Introduction” In Of Two Minds: An Anthropologist Looks at American Psychiatry. Vintage 
 Books, Random House: New York pp. 3-24  
Good, B.J. 1994. “How Medicine Constructs Its Objects” Medicine, Rationality, and Experience: An 
 Anthropological Perspective. Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, UK. pp. 65-87 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  
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Week Two| Making and Breaking the Frame of Medical Analysis  
 
In our second week together, students will grapple with the themes of Day 2 in greater detail by 
considering the function and consequences of professional vision (Goodwin 1994). In class, students will 
compare and contrast Goodwin’s “Professional Vision” to Goffman’s Frame Analysis. They will consider 
the ways in which these two ideas allow us to grapple with cultural formations and categories. On Day 4, 
students will engage with Ian Hacking’s analysis of social construction. They will first begin to work with 
Hacking’s ideas by comparing them to those discussed in Invisibilia’s “The Power of Categories,” a light 
analysis of the human relationship to social categories. They will then engage with anthropological and 
historical analysis of the DSM as discussed in lecture and in Luhrmann’s “What’s Wrong with the 
Patient?”  
  
Day 3| Professional Vision and Diagnosis: Applying Frame Analysis  
 
In-Class Resources:  
Goffman, E. 1974. “Primary Frameworks” In Frame Analysis: An Essay on the Organization of  Experience  
 Northeastern University Press: Boston . pp. 21-39 
 
Read:  
Luhrmann, T. 2000 “What’s Wrong with the Patient?”  In Of Two Minds: An Anthropologists Looks at American 
 Psychiatry. Vintage Books, Random House: New York pp. 25-83 
Goodwin, C. 1994. “Professional Vision.” American Anthropologist  96 (3). pp. 606-633 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class. First discussion 
leader should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 
Day 4| Interactive and Indifferent Kinds: The DSM and the Power of Ordinary 
 
In-Class Resources:  
Lewis-Fernández, R. and N.K. Aggarwal. 2013. “Culture and Psychiatric Diagnosis” Cultural Psychiatry 33. 
 pp. 15-30 
Mayes, R and Horowitz A. V., “DSM-III and the Revolution in the Classification of Mental Illness,” 
 Journal of the History of Behavioral Sciences, 41:3, Wiley (Online: 2005), pp. 249-267 
Tsao, E. 2009. “Inside the DSM.” Counterpunch 16(12). pp. 1, 3-5, 8.  
 
Listen:  
Speigel, A. and Miller L. 2015. “The Power of Categories” On Invisibilia. National Public Radio.  
 http://www.npr.org/podcasts/510307/invisibilia 
 
Read:  
Williams, R. 1985. “Ordinary.” In Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society. Oxford University Press: 
 Oxford UK.  
Hacking, I. 1999. “Madness: Biological or Constructed?” In The Social Construction of What?   
 Harvard University Press: Cambridge MA. pp. 100-125 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class. Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
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Week Three| Frames and Their Consequences: Institutional Treatment and Care 
 
This week, students will begin to grapple more seriously with the consequences of categories, looking at 
the ways in which such categories operate at political, economic, institutional and moral levels. This week 
will serve to structure future conversations about the function of the institution in US conceptions of 
mental health and well-being. On Day 5, students will be introduced to Butler’s Hegelian approach to the 
frame (here, we return to the notion of the dialectic) to discuss how it is that we apprehend, recognize, and 
categorize other humans to sometimes violent ends. Students will debate Butler’s approach and/or apply 
it to Luhrmann’s discussion of patient violence and the cultures of care in psychodynamic and psychiatric 
hospitals.  On Day 6, they will again consider the frame as it relates to practices of “managed care” in 
Luhrmann’s text and in Lester’s analysis of managed care practices in a US clinic for adolescents with 
eating disorders. Also during this week, students will choose their “keyword” for the keyword assignment 
(described on page X). Over the course of the next few weeks they will become more familiar with 
Williams’s style of writing and begin to consider how the history of particular words informs their 
contemporary usage and why this matters when we talk about mental health.  
 
Day 5| Framing the Human Being: Violence, Care, and Recognition  
 
In-Class Resources:   
Butler, J. 2010. “To Apprehend a Life” and “Frames of Recognition” In Frames of War: When is Life 
 Grievable?  Verso Books: New York. pp. 2-12 
 
Read:  
Luhrmann, T. 2000 “The Arrow of Harm” and The Culture and Its Contradictions” In Of Two Minds: An 
 Anthropologists Looks at American Psychiatry. Vintage Books, Random House: New York pp. 84-118, 
 119-157 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 
Choose: Your top three keywords from those listed the keyword assignment description.  
 
Day 6| Institutional Frames and the Economy of Care  
 
Read:  
Luhrmann, T. 2000 “The Crisis of Managed Care” and “Madness and Moral Responsibility” In  Of Two 
 Minds: An Anthropologists Looks at American Psychiatry. Vintage Books, Random House: New York pp. 
 239-265, 266-296 
 
Lester, R. 2011. “How do I code for Black Fingernail Polish?: Finding the Missing Adolescent in 
 Managed Mental Health Care” Ethos. 39 (4) pp. 481-496 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 
 
 
 



	 Mack, 6 

Week Four| Public Behavior and Mental Health: Stigma, Diagnosis, and Popular  
  Conceptions of Mental Illness  
This week, students will consider what it means to be a member of a public. Through a close look at the 
function and operation of stigma, students will continue to grapple with the othering function of social 
categories. Students will listen to the audiobook version of Jon Ronson’s very popular The Psychopath Test. 
Looking at the divergent and economically stratified manner in which psychopathy is applied in Ronson’s 
book. Students will begin to consider the social capital, which is earned and traded in the application of 
mental health categories. This discussion will be continued on Day 8 with a more explicit look at the 
function of publics. Goffman’s “Moral Career of the Mental Patient” will continue this conversation and 
serve as a bridge to “Part Two” in which we explore the nature and cultural function of the “institution” 
as it relates to our course objectives.  
 
Day 7| The Ordinary, the Sensational and the Stigma of Mental Illness  
 
In-Class Resources:  
Hansen, H.,  P. Bourgois, and Ernest Druker. 2014.  “Pathologizing Poverty: New forms of diagnosis, 
 disability and structural stigma under welfare reform” Social Science and Medicine  103. pp. 76-83 
Esteroff, S.E. and W.S. Lachiotte, L.C. Illingworth, A. Johnston. 1991“Everybody’s got a Little Mental 
 Illness: Accounts of Illness and Self Among People with Severe, Persistent Mental Illness” Medical 
 Anthropology Quarterly. 5 (4) pp. 331-369 
Jenkins, J. and E. A. Carpenter-Song. 2008 “Stigma Despite Recovery: Strategies for living in the 
 aftermath of psychosis.” Medical Anthropology Quarterly  
Yang, L.H., A. Kleinman, B.G. Link, J.C. Phelan, S. Lee, B. Good. “Culture and Stigma: Adding Moral 
 Experience to Stigma Theory” Social Science and Medicine. 64.  
Vanthuyn, K. 2003. “Searching for the Words to Say it: The Importance of Cultural Idioms in the 
 Articulation of the Experience of Mental Illness” Ethnos 31(3) pp. 412-433.  
 
Listen:  
Ronson, Jon 2011. Chapters 2- 4 The Psychopath Test: A Journey Through the Madness Industry.  Riverhead 
 Books: New York. Roughly 1 hour. Available for free via Oneclick Digital 
 **Note: you must have a public library card to download the book. You may also buy the audiobook on 
Audible.  PDFs of the chapters will be made available on our course website** 
 
Read:  
Williams, R. 1985. “Behavior.” In Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society. Oxford University Press: 
 Oxford UK.  
Goffman, E. 1963. “Stigma and Social Identity.” In Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity. Simon and 
 Schuster: New York. pp. 1-40 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 
Day 8| What it Means to be Public: Moral Careers and the Presentation of Self 
 
In Class Discussion Resources: 
 Goffman, E. 1959. Selection from “Performances” In The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life. pp. 17-35 
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Listen:  
 Ronson, Jon 2011. Chapters 5-8 The Psychopath Test: A Journey Through the Madness Industry. 
 Riverhead Books: New York. Roughly 3 hours of listening.  
 
Read:  
Warner, M. 2002. “Publics and Counterpublics (Abbreviated Version)” Quarterly Journal of Speech  88 (4). 
 pp. 413- 425  
Goffman, E. 1961 “The Moral Career of the Mental Patient.” Asylums: Essays on the Social Situation of Mental 
 Patients and other Inmates. Anchor Books: New York  pp. 125-170 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 

 
Figure 3| Correctional trade journal advertisement: "Do You Know Who This Is?" In Rhodes. L.A. Total Confinement: Madness and 

Reason in the Maximum Security Prison. University of California Press: Berkeley. pp. 178 

 
PART TWO| Mind, Mental Illness and Sanity In, Out, and Beyond the Institution   

 
Week  Five| Institutions in Action: Discipline and Docile Bodies   
 
This week, students will be introduced to the way social and critical theorists have discussed institutions 
and their cultural function. Students will finish the Ronson audiobook, which provides a fine bridge from 
our introduction to our examination of institutions. On Day 5, they will be introduced to Foucault’s 
theory of “docile bodies” and explore the ways this has been discussed in the first chapters of Rhodes’s 
text. They will then compare this theory to Goffman’s characterization of the “total institution” and begin 
to think and talk in greater detail about the role of the institution in cultural conceptions of  sanity and 
personhood. On Day 6, students will continue this conversation, considering the ways in which concepts 
of “rationality” have been inscribed into institutional practices and the implications this has for popular 
conceptions of right and wrong.  
 
Day 9| Docile Bodies, Madness, and the Maximum Security Prison  
 
In-Class Resources:  
Foucault, M. “Docile Bodies.” In Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Vintage Books: New York.  
 pp. 135-169 
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Listen:  
 Ronson, Jon 2011. Chapters 9-11 The Psychopath Test: A Journey Through the Madness Industry. 
 Riverhead Books: New York. Roughly 3 hours of listening.  
Read:  
Goffman, E. 1961 Selection from “On the Characteristics of Total Institutions.” Asylums: Essays on the Social 
 Situation of Mental Patients and other Inmates. Anchor Books: New York  pp. 1-12 
Rhodes, L.A. 2004. “Preface” and “Introduction” Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum 
 Security Prison. University of California Press: Berkeley  pp. xi-xiv, 1-20 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 
Day 10| Rational Bias: Sanity and Decision-Making in the Institution  
 
Read: 
Williams, R. 1985. “Rationality.” In Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society. Oxford University Press: 
 Oxford UK.  
Perlin, M. 1992. “On Sanism.” SMU Law Review 46. pp. 373-406 
Rhodes, L.A. 2004. “Controlling Troubles” and “The Choice to be Bad” Total Confinement: Madness and 
 Reason in the Maximum Security Prison. University of California Press: Berkeley. pp. 21-60 and 61-98 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 
Week 6| The Prison as the New Asylum  
 
Building upon our discussion of the institution last week, students will explore the de-institutionalization of 
US Asylums, debating the rationality for the progressive shuttering of State-run asylums and the increase 
of mental illness and disability in the US Prison system. Students will consider this increase in light of 
current debates about mass incarceration, turning their attention particularly to the rate of mental illness 
and disability in prisons. On Day 11, students will come to class having watched the PBS Frontline 
documentary, “The New Asylums.” Excerpts from the documentary will be shown and debated in class 
coupled with information about the make-up of the current prison population. Additionally, students will 
begin to consider the intersection of race and mental health in the prison system. On Day 12, students will 
supplement the conversation with Rhodes’s investigation of these phenomenon in Total Confinement.  Split 
into groups, students will apply Goffman’s “frame” and Hacking’s “kinds,” to Rhodes’s description of 
diagnosis and treatment in custody.  
 
Day 11| Tracing the Effects of De-Institutionalization   
In-Class Resources:  
PEW Charitable Trusts, Public Safety Performance Project, 2015.  “Growth in Federal Prison System 
 Exceeds States.”  
 http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/fact-sheets/2015/01/growth-in-federal-
 prison-system-exceeds-states  
PEW Charitable Trusts Research and Analysis, 2008. “One in 100 Behind Bars in America in 2008”  
 http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/0001/01/01/one-in-100 
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Gao, G. 2014. “Chart of the Week: The black and white gap in incarceration rates.” PEW Research 
 Center Online.  
 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/07/18/chart-of-the-week-the-black-white-gap-in-
 incarceration-rates/ 
Editorial Staff. 2004. “Racial Segregation in Prisons.” The New York Times.  
 http://www.nytimes.com/2004/11/14/opinion/racial-segregation-in-prison.html?_r=0 
 Khazan, O. 2015 “Most Prisoners are Mentally Ill.” The Atlantic. 
 http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2015/04/more-than-half-of-prisoners-are-
 mentally-ill/389682/  
James, D.J. and  L.E. Glaze. 2006.  “Bureau of Justice Special Report: Mental Health Problems of Prison 
 and Jail Inmates” US Department of Justice 
 
Watch:  
 “The New Asylums” Frontline. Public Broadcasting Service. 2005. Online:  
 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/asylums/view/ 
 
Read:  
Fuller. E. F. 1997 “Deinstitutionalization: A Psychiatric Titanic” Excerpts from Chapters 1, 3 and 
Appendix in Out of the Shadows: Confronting America's Mental Illness Crisis. Published  Online by PBS. 
 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/asylums/special/excerpt.html 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.   
 
Schedule: If you haven’t done so already, please schedule a meeting with me in office hours to discuss 
your Keywords assignment (Office hours meeting  is worth 5% of your grade).  
 
Day 12| Diagnosis and Treatment in Prison  
Rhodes, L.A. 2004. “The Asylum of Last Resort ” and “Custody and Treatment at the Divide” Total 
 Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum Security Prison. University of  California Press: 
 Berkeley  pp. 99-130, 131-162 
 
Week 7| In, Out, and Beyond the Prison  
 
This week, students will continue their exploration of the relationship between mental health and the 
prison as a means for further understanding the phenomenon of institutionalization. This week, our 
attention will turn to the political economy “recidivism.” Day 13, we will finish Rhodes’s work and 
consider her concluding discussion about the future of institutionalized “care.”  On Day 14, students will 
come to class having watched “The Released,” a follow-up to “The New Asylum.” “The Released” 
documents the lives of the same prisoners profiled in “The New Asylum” four years later. Examining the 
material resources available to inmates after their release, their access to treatment and medication, and 
their emotional state after prison, the documentary offers insight into the lived experience of recidivism. 
Students will pair this discussion with an examination of the relationship between the idea of the 
“consumer” (defined by Raymond Williams) and “autonomy” in the US.  
 
Day 13|  
Rhodes, L.A. 2004. “The Game Runs Deep” and “Struggling it Out” Total Confinement: Madness and Reason 
 in the Maximum Security Prison. University of California Press: Berkeley  pp. 163-190, 191-224 
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Day 14|  
 
Watch:  
“The Released” Frontline. Public Broadcasting Service. 2009. Online:  
 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/released/view/ 
 
Read:  
Williams, R. 1985. “Consumer.” In Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society. Oxford University Press: 
 Oxford UK.  
“Recidivism” 2014. National Institute of Justice. Online.  
 http://www.nij.gov/topics/corrections/recidivism/pages/welcome.aspx 
“Breaking the Tragic Cycle” 2005 The New Asylums. PBS Frontline. Online.  
 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/asylums/special/reentry.html 
 
Explore:  
“The Released” Home page, “The Stories,” “The Tragic Cycle In and Out of Prison” and read posts in 
 “Discussion” http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/released/ 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 
Week 8| The City and the Streets 
Students this week will explore the ways in which cities and streets may function as structured institutions. 
They will begin by confronting the ways in which race, class, and other divisions intersect in the make-up 
and gentrification of the city and in experiences of homelessness. Students will engage with the notion of 
hegemony and structure through an investigation of class and race division in Caldeira’s “Fortified 
Enclaves” and Bourgois’s “Intimate Apartheid.” Day 16, students will continue to their discussion of city 
and streets as institutional by looking at two ethnographies of the lived experiences of mental illness and 
homelessness (Lovell and Desjarlais). Students will bring their discussion of the institution to bear in an 
explicit engagement with Desjarlais’s notion of “struggling along” and William’s exploration of 
“experience.”  
 
Day 15| Mapping the Divisions of the City: Intersections of Race and Class 
 
Read:  
Williams, R. 1985. “Hegemony.” In Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society. Oxford University Press: 
 Oxford UK. 
Caldeira, T. 1996. “Fortified Enclaves: The New Urban Segregation.” Public Culture, 8. pp. 303-328  
Bourgois, P. and J. Schonberg. “Intimate Apartheid” In Righteous Dopefiend. University of  California 
 Press: Berkeley pp. 25-46 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
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Day 16| Experience, Mental Illness and Homelessness  
Read:  
 
Williams, R. 1985. “Experience.” In Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society. Oxford University Press: 
 Oxford UK. 
Desjarlais, R. 1994. “Struggling Along: The Possibilities for Experience Among The Homeless 
 Mentally  Ill.” American Anthropologist.  96 (4) pp. 886-901 
Lovell, A.M. 1997. “’The City is My Mother:’ Narratives of Schizophrenia and Homelessness” American 
 Anthropologist 99 (2) pp. 355-368 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  

 
Week 9| Revolving Doors: Hospitals, Clinics, and Jails  
 
Students will conclude “Part Two” with a consideration of the flow of people between institutions  by 
looking at the practices of hospitals, clinics, and jails in particular.  Day 18 will include an examination of 
how bureaucracy functions at the level of the individual and the development of “client-processing 
mentalities” as described in Lipsky’s Street-Level Bureaucracy. This reading will be paired with Rhodes’s 
Emptying Beds and a look at how individuals working in emergency psychiatry prioritize and juggle patients 
with limited resources. Day 19, will continue this exploration considering the experience of institutional 
cycles from two perspectives: that of the psychiatric caregiver (Brodwin) and that of the “consumer” or 
“client” (García).  
 
Day 18| Bureaucracy, Policy, and the Individual  
 
Read:  
Lipsky, M.  2010 [1980]. “Preface: Dilemmas of the Individual in Public Services” and “The Client-
 Processing Mentality.” In Street-Level Bureaucracy: Dilemmas of the Individual in Public Service. 30th 
 Anniversary Expanded Edition. Russell Sage Foundation: New York   pp. xi-xx, 140-156 
Rhodes, L. 1995 [1991] “We Discharge in Ten Days” and “The Game of Hot Shit” in Emptying Beds: The 
 Work of an Emergency Psychiatric Unit.  University of California Press: Berkeley. pp. 34-54, 55-80  
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 
Day 19| Cycles of Institutionalization  
Brodwin, P. 2011. “Futility in the Practice of Community Psychiatry” Medical Anthropology  Quarterly.  25 (2). 
 pp. 189-208 
Garcia, A. 2010. “Graveyard.” The Pastoral Clinic: Addiction and Dispossession along the Rio Grande. 
 University of California Press: Berkeley. pp. 37-68.  
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
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Figure 4| Selection of Time Magazine Covers 1983-2011 

 
PART THREE| Keywords:  

Cross-Cultural Explorations of Mind, Mental Illness and Sanity  
 

Week 10| Illness, Sickness, Disease 
Week 10 will begin with our psychocultural keywords presentations. Over the course of the first half of the 
semester, students have been working on these assignments. Their written assignments will be posted to 
the class forum and serve as resources for the remainder of the semester. From Day 20 forward, each class 
is designed around one or more of these keywords. Thus, students will be able to offer their expertise in 
future class discussions. At the end of the semester, with students’ permission their keywords will be 
printed and bound as our own collaboratively written psychocultural keywords book to serve as a resource 
for the future. In order to properly frame our discussions for the rest of the semester, we will begin Part 
Three with a look at how anthropologists and historians (Rosenberg) have conceived of illness, sickness, 
and disease. Kleinman’s definitions of illness and sickness, in particular, will serve as guideposts for our 
discussions moving forward.  
 
Other relevant keywords: Health, Suffering, Normal, Well-Being, Sanity, Insanity, Disability 
 
Day 20| Keywords  
 
Write: Keywords assignment due at beginning of class Bring a hardcopy of your paper to class. 
Post a copy to the Class Forum.  
 
Present: Present your findings according to Keywords Assignment Description.  

 
No Readings Assigned 

 
Day 21| Anthropological Takes on Illness, Sickness and Disease  
 
In-Class Resources:   
Rosenberg, C.E. 2003. “What is Disease? In Memory of Owsei Temkin.” Bulletin of the History of 
 Medicine. 77(3) pp. 491-505.  
Garro, L. C. 2000. “Cultural Meaning, Explanations of Illness, and the Development of Comparative 
 Frameworks” Ethnology 39 (4)  
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Watch:  
Lemelson, R. 2010. “Shadows and Illuminations” In Afflictions: Culture and Mental Illness in 
 Indonesia. Available on course website.  
Read:  
Kleinman, A. 1988. “The Meaning of Symptoms and Disorders.” Illness Narratives: Suffering, 
 Meaning, and the Human Condition.  
Young, A. 1982. “The Anthropologies of Illness and Sickness” Annual Review of Anthropology 11 pp. 257-285.  
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 
Week 11| Health, Madness, Autonomy  
 
Following up on our discussion of illness, sickness, and disease last week, we will consider what it means to 
be healthy. Day 22 will be spent looking at the history of medical research and its influences on popular 
conceptions of health in the US. Sapolsky’s lecture includes a detailed description of how failures to 
consider the physiological impacts of poverty skewed early medical research and what it means to be 
healthy. His lecture provides us with a means for considering the moral valences of health. The influence 
of research on popular conceptions of health is also a theme in Martin’s work. Carolina Izquierdo’s work 
provides a critical take on how it is that we measure and enact “health.” In class, we will pull in our 
discussion of dialectic from the first day to begin to consider the relationship between health and illness. 
Day 23 will continue this conversation forward and return us to a consideration of institutionalization by 
looking at an Academia as institution and the conception of “madness” therein. Students will be 
encouraged to consider the ins and outs of their own university’s orientations toward mental health and 
the assumptions, which underlie assessments of academic performance. Finally, we will consider how 
these conceptions of health influence our understanding of autonomy and agency (as had been discussed 
in Week 7).  
 
Other relevant keywords: Mind, Self, Psyche, Care, Illness, Sickness, Disease 
 
Day 22| Economies of Health: The histories, cultures, and meanings of health 
 
In-Class Resources:  
 
Garro, L.C. 2011. “Enacting Ethos, Enacting Health: Realizing Health in the Everyday Life of a 
 California Family of Mexican Descent” Ethos 39 (3) 300-330 
Listen:  
Sapolsky, R. 2012. “Poverty’s Remains” In Being Human: Life Lessons from the    
 Frontiers of Science. The Great Courses: Chantilly, VA.  (Online) 
Read:  
Martin, E. 2000. “Flexible Bodies: Science and a New Culture of Health in the US.” In Health, Medicine, 
 and Society: Key Theories, Future Agendas. Williams, S.J., J. Gabe, and M. Calnan (eds). Routledge: 
 London. pp. 123-145  
Izquierdo, C. 2005. “When ‘health’ is not enough: societal, individual and biomedical assessments 
 of well- being among the Matsigenka of the Peruvian Amazon.” Social Science and Medicine  61 (4) 
pp. 767- 783 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
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Day 23| Madness and Autonomy  
 
Watch:  
Saks, E. 2012. “A tale of mental illness—from the inside” TED Global Online:  
 https://www.ted.com/talks/elyn_saks_seeing_mental_illness?language=en 
Read:  
Price, M. 2011. “Introduction” and “Listening to the Subject of Mental Disability: Intersections of 
 Academic and Medical Discourses” In Mad at School: Rhetorics of Mental Disability and Academic Life.  
 University of Michigan Press: Ann Arbor. pp. 1-24, 25-57.  
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 
Week 12| (Structural) Violence, (Social) Suffering  
 
This week begins with an examination of anthropological approaches to structural violence and social 
suffering. By now, these ideas have already run their course through quite a few of our readings. Here, 
students will grapple explicitly with systems of violence and networks of suffering. Students will make 
connections between our discussions of “economies of health” and the institution.  On Day 25, we will 
take a slightly different approach. Turning to Price’s discussion of the ways in which violence and 
dangerousness inform the stigma associated with mental illness in academia, students will grapple with 
how violence is framed in relation to mental illness. What is left out of the picture? How does this inform 
our understandings of mental health and personhood? Relating this back to discussions of dangerousness 
in Luhrmann’s work, students will consider what it means to care for someone who is perceived as 
potentially violent. What elements of structural violence and social suffering come into play here? 
 
Other relevant keywords: Care, Anxiety, Trauma, Embodiment, Institution, Self, Mind 
 
Day 24| Structural Violence and Social Suffering  
Read:  
Farmer, P. 1996, “On Suffering and Structural Violence: A View from Below.” Daedalus 125 (1)  
 pp. 261-283 
Farmer, P. 2004 “An Anthropology of Structural Violence [and commentary]”Current Anthropology. 45 (3), 
 pp. 305-325 
Kleinman, A., V. Das, M. Lock. 1997. “Introduction” In Social Suffering. Kleinman A., V. Das, and M. 
 Lock (eds).  University of California Press: Berkeley. pp. 1-24 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 
Day 25| Madness, Mental Health, Violence and Suffering  
Read:  
Price, M. 2011. “Assaults on the Ivory Tower: Representations of Madness in the Discourse of US School 
 Shootings.”  In Mad at School: Rhetorics of Mental Disability and Academic Life.  University of Michigan 
 Press: Ann Arbor. pp. 141-175. 
Metzl, J, and K. MacLeish “Mental Illness, Mass Shooting, and the Politics of American Firearms”   

American Journal of Public Health 102 (2) 240-249 
Link, B.G., J.C. Phelan, M. Bresnahan, A. Steuve, and B.A. Pescosolido. 1999. “Public Conceptions of Mental 
 Illness: Labels, Causes, Dangerousness, and Social Distance.” Am. J. of Pub. Health 89 (9). pp. 1328-33. 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
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Week 13| Embodiment, Mind, Emotion, Feeling 
 
This week, students will consider mind/body dualism from multiple perspectives. Day 26 will consider our 
conversation of conceptions of health and the various ways race, morality, and sociality intersect with 
these conceptions by looking closely at the role of the body. Gravlee’s excellent work (which could have 
come at multiple points in our course) is discussed now as a means for further grappling not only with 
structural violence, race and institutional practices of care, but also as a means for understanding the very 
material, embodied experiences of these phenomenon. In addition for offering further insight into the 
embodiment of social inequality, Yarris’s work will serve as a segue to the next days discussion of the 
brain, thinking, and embodiment. Day 27 will approach mind/body dualism from a different perspective, 
examining the cultural conceptions of mind, self, and personhood through an exploration of “thoughts,” 
“brain death,” and dreaming. Students will explore the embodiment of emotion, feeling, and the cultural 
implications this has for understandings of self and personhood.  
 
Other Keywords:  Ego, Psyche, Self, Attention, Autonomy  
 
Day 26| The Body-Self, The Social Body, and The Body Politic 
 
In-Class Resources:  
Csordas, T. “Embodiment as a Paradigm for Anthropology” Ethos 18 (1), pp. 5-47 
Ochs, E.  2015. “Corporeal Reflexivity and Autism.” Integr. Psych. Behav. 49. 
Metzl, M. 2009. Protest Psychosis: How Schizophrenia Became a Black Disease.  Beacon Press: Boston 
 
Read:  
Scheper-Hughes N. and M.M. Lock. 1987. “The Mindful Body: A Prolegomenon to Future 
 Work in Medical Anthropology.” Medical Anthropology Quarterly. 1(1). pp. 6-41 
Gravlee, C. C. 2009 “How Race Becomes Biology: Embodiment of Social Inequality” 
  American Journal of Physical Anthropology. 139:47-57.  
Yarris Kristin E. 2011 The pain of “thinking too much”: dolor de cerebro and the embodiment of social 
 hardship among Nicaraguan women. Ethos 39(2):226–248. 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
 
Day 27| The Body and Mind, The Mind in the Body 
 
Listen:  
Speigel, A. and Miller L. 2015. “The Secret History of Thoughts” On Invisibilia. National Public Radio. 
 http://www.npr.org/podcasts/510307/invisibilia 
 
Read:  
Lock, M. 2002 Inventing a New Death and Making it Believable.” Anthropology and Medicine 9 (2)  
 pp. 97-115  
Hollan, D. 2007. “Dreaming in a Global World” In A Companion to Psychological Anthropology. C. Casey and 
 R. Edgerton (eds). Blackwell Publishing: Malden, MA. pp. 90-102 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Discussion leader 
should have handout prepared and emailed to me at least a half hour before class begins.  
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Week 14| Depression, Anxiety, Trauma, Panic 
 
This week we will turn our attention to anthropological investigations of psychological phenomenon. 
Students will again engage with the matter of frames, kinds, and publics to examine how it is that 
depression, anxiety, trauma, and panic are first identified and then analyzed by our selected authors.  In 
class on Day 28, Students will begin with Kleinman’s classic examination of the somatization of 
depression. They will compare Kleinman’s claims to the analysis of depression and DSM diagnostics 
provided by Stork et.al. in their examination of “depressive illness” amongst the Navajo. Finally, they will 
turn their attention to the Farley’s discussion of anxiety. Given our readings thus far, students will be 
asked to consider how it is that Farley conceives of the “self” in his term “sociocentric-oriented self.” How 
might this term be troubled or affirmed by our previous readings? What does Farley’s analysis of anxiety 
in a Tlaxcalan community tell us about conceptions of self more broadly?  On Day 29, discussions of self 
will continue with readings on trauma and panic. Students will engage with Young’s work on Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder and compare his approach to trauma with that of Hinton et. al’s. From there, 
they will segue to a discussion of panic. What do these writings tell us about the temporality of the 
psychological phenomenon we are discussing this week? How does an orientation to past memories or 
future problems relate to our discussion of depression and anxiety? What might this tell us about the self? 
Students will consider these questions in relation to the brief insights we’ve received from past authors (cf. 
Lovell) on the power of narrative.  
 
Other Relevant Keywords: Self, Mind, Stress, Personality, Psyche, Pain, Emotion, Feeling 
 
Day 28| Defining Depression, Performing Anxiety  
In-Class Resources:  
Kleinman, A. 1982. “Neurasthenia and Depression: A study of somatization and culture in china” Culture, 
 Medicine, and Psychiatry. 6. pp. 119-190.  
Read:   
Kleinman, A. 2004. “Culture and Depression.” New England Journal of Medicine. 351 (10) pp. 951-953 
Stork, M., T. Csordas, and M. Strauss. 2000. “Depressive Illness and Navajo Healing.” Medical 
 Anthropology Quarterly. 14(4) pp. 571-597 
Farley, B.P. 1998. “Anxious Conformity: Anxiety and the Sociocentric-Oriented Self in Tlaxcalan 
 Community” Ethos 26(3) pp. 271-294 
Rosaldo, R. 1993. Culture and Truth: The Remaking  of Social Analysis. Beacon Press: Boston 
        2013. The Day of Shelly’s Death: The Poetry and Ethnography of Grief. Duke University Press. 
 
Listen: Speigel, A. and Miller L. 2017. “Emotions Part 1 and 2” On Invisibilia. National Public Radio. 
 https://www.npr.org/programs/invisibilia/530718193/emotions 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  Our final 
discussion leader will prepare a handout no more than 30 minutes before class is due.  
 
Day 29| Thinking of Trauma, Speaking of Panic    
 
In-Class Resources:  
Young, A. 1996. “Bodily Memory, Traumatic Memory” In Tense Past: Cultural Essays in Trauma and 
 Memory. P. Antz and M. Lambek (eds) Routledge: New York. pp. 89-102 
Hinton, D., A. L. Hinton, K-T Eng, S. Choung. 2012. “PTSD and Key Somatic Complaints and 
 Cultural Syndromes among Rural Cambodians: The Results of a Needs Assessment.” Medical 
 Anthropology Quarterly. 26 (3), pp 383-407.  
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Capps, L. and E. Ochs. 1995. Constructing Panic: The Discourse of Agoraphobia. Harvard University Press: 
 Cambridge, MA.  
 
Read:  
Young, A.  1997 Suffering and the Origins of Traumatic Memory” In Social Suffering. Kleinman A., V. 
 Das, and M. Lock (eds).  University of California Press: Berkeley.  pp. 245-260  
Hinton, D., L. Nguyen, and M.H. Pollack. “Orthostatic Panic as Key Vietnamese Reaction to Traumatic 
 Events: The Case of September 11, 2001. Medical Anthropology Quarterly. 21(1), pp. 81-107 
Capps, L. and E. Ochs. 1995. “Telling Panic” In Constructing Panic: The Discourse of Agoraphobia. Harvard 
University Press: Cambridge, MA. pp. 27-52 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  
 
Week 15| Attention, Disorder, Psychotropic(s), Personality, Self 
 This week, students will explore the relationship between psychotropic medications, personality 
and self by looking at several disorders: Attention Deficit Disorder, Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity 
Disorder, Borderline Personality Disorder, and Eating Disorders. These readings focus primarily on the 
experiences and speech habits of children and young adults and their interactions with adult caregivers. In 
class on Day 30, students will be introduced to the notion of “breach” as discussed by Mendoza-Denton 
and Boum (2015), through this we will discuss the kinds of expectations and moralities which abound in 
the practice of medicating children with ADD and ADHD. On Day 31, we will continue this conversation 
with an examination of how eating disorders are understood and treated in a Mexican and a US clinic 
(Lester 2007) and how co-morbidity of disorders  is negotiated and treated in a US eating disorder clinic. 
Students will again consider “breach” and “expectation” as a means for discussing the ethics of care 
portrayed in Lester’s work.  
Other keywords:  Anxiety, Stress, Competence, Stigma 
 
Day 30|ADD, ADHD, and the Medicated Child  
 
In-Class Resources:  
Mendoza-Denton, N and A. Boum. 2015. “Breached Initiations: Sociopolitical Resources and Conflicts in 
 Emergent Adulthood” Annual Review of Anthropology 44. pp. 295-310 
 
Watch:  
“The Medicated Child” Frontline. Public Broadcasting Service. 2005. Online: 
 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/medicatedchild/view/ 
 
Read:  
Carpenter-Song, E. 2009. “Children’s Sense of Self in Relation to Clinical Processes: Portraits of 
 Pharmaceutical Transformation” Ethos 37 (3) pp. 257-281 
Danforth, S. and V. Navarro. 2001. “Hyper Talk: Sampling the Social Construction of ADHD 
 in Everyday Language.” Anthropology and Education 32 (2) pp. 167-190 
 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  
 
Day 31| Disorder, Personality, Self  
  
Read:  
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Lester, R. 2009 . Brokering Authenticity: Borderline Personality Disorder and the Ethics of Care at an 
 American Eating Disorder Clinic.  Current Anthropology 50(3). pp. 281-302 
Lester, R. 2007. Critical Therapeutics in Two Eating Disorders Treatment  
 Centers.  Medical Anthropology Quarterly 21(4): 369-387. 
Write: Discussion questions due on class forum by 11:59pm the evening before class.  
 
Week 16| Empathy and Care 
We will conclude our discussion with a closer analysis of empathy and care, two keywords that have 
emerged in a variety of ways throughout our semester but with which we have engaged very little. This 
week, we will conclude our semester by returning to examine the key objectives of our course.  On Day 
32, we will look problematize “empathy,” examining its moral and ethical valances in its “basic” and 
“complex” forms (cf. Hollan 2012). Through an analysis of Throop’s work, we will consider the moral 
experience of suffering  and its relationship to constructions of self and personhood. On Day 33, we will 
conclude with a consideration of care. Reich gives us an astounding and thorough theoretical history of 
care, which we will pair with Taylor’s work. Spending time with Taylor, we will ask what is care, what 
does it mean to care for others, how is care culturally informed? How does it reify certain preconceptions 
about personhood and belonging in our society? What does this tell us about the relationship between 
articulations of health and articulations of care in the process of belonging?  
 
Other Keywords: Self, Autonomy, Attention, Health, Illness, Pain, Suffering 
 

**No Class Discussion Questions Due This Week! Final Paper Due at the end of 
Final’s Week (Week 17). ** 

 
Day 32| To Apprehend Another: Anthropological Approaches to Empathy 
In-Class Resources:  
Zahavi, D. (2001) “Beyond Empathy: Phenomenological Approaches to Intersubjectivity.” Journal of  
 Consciousness Studies 8:5-7  
Hollan, D. (2008) “Being there: On imaginative aspects of understanding others and being understood.”  

Ethos 
Halpern, J.  (2001) “From Detached Concern to Empathy: Humanizing Medical Practice.” New  York: 

Oxford Press 
Bubandt, N.  and Willerslev, R. (2015) “The Dark Side of Empathy: Mimesis, Deception, and the Magic 

of Alterity”Comparative Studies in Society and History 57(1) 
Read:  
Hollan, D. W. 2012. “Emerging Issues in the Cross-Cultural Study of Empathy” Emotion Review. 4. pp. 70-
 78 
Throop, C.J. 2012. “On the Varieties of Empathic Experience: Tactility, Mental Opacity, and Pain in 
 Yap” Medical Anthropology Quarterly. 26 (3) pp. 408-430 
 
Day 33| Care and Recognition  
 
In-Class Resources:  
Mol, A. 2008. The Logic of Care: Health and the Problem of Patient Choice. Routledge: New York 
Read:  
Reich, W.T. 1995. “Histories of Care” In Encyclopedia of Bioethics. Revised edition. W.T Reich (ed). New 
 York: Simon & Schuster Macmillan: New York. pp. 319-331. 
 
Taylor, J.S. 2008. “On Recognition, Caring, and Dementia” Medical Anthropology Quarterly. 22 (4)  pp. 

313-335.  
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Keywords: An Anthropologist’s Approach 
Paper and Presentation  

Due Date| Week 10, Day 20  
 
Autonomy 
Attention 
Anxiety 
Care 
Competence 
(Un)Conscious 
Depression 

Disability 
Disease 
Disorder 
Ego 
Embodiment 
Emotion 
Empathy 

Feeling  
Health 
Illness 
Institution 
Madness 
Mind 
Normal 

Pain 
Panic 
Personality 
Psyche 
Psychosis 
Psychotropic 
Sanity/Insanity 

Self 
Sickness 
Suffering 
Stigma 
Stress 
Trauma 
Violence 

 
Description| Paper: In the spirit of our course objective to understand the cultural and 
historical life of mental health and mental illness, we will be exploring the culture and history of 
certain “keywords.”  Choose a “keyword” from the list above. Prepare a paper (1-3 pages in 
length) modeled in the style of the entries found in Raymond Williams’s (1983) Keywords: A 
vocabulary of Culture and Society. Unlike Williams’s work, however, you must include an exploration 
of how this word has been picked up and used by anthropologists. Answer the following 
questions:  What is the word’s etymology? How was the word originally used? How have 
anthropologists engaged with this word?  Has the meaning changed? Have there been any 
disagreements or discrepancies in use? What are they? How does this word relate to one (or 
more) of the readings we’ve completed in class? Be specific.  
 
Presentation: Students will present their keywords in a 5-10 minute presentation in class. The 
presentation should cover the basic etymology of the keyword and its use in contemporary 
anthropology. Presentations should include a list of references for classmates, which may be 
distributed via handout or PowerPoint.  
 
Requirements| 
 Format and Submission|  

1. 1-inch margins, 12-point, Times New Roman font, double-spaced.  
2. Citations in APA style (http://www.bibme.org/citation-guide/apa/)  
3. 2-3 pages in length.  
4. Post paper on class forum and bring a hardcopy to class.  

 Resources|  
   Students must reference and cite:  

1. At least one article found in a peer-reviewed, American Anthropology 
Association sponsored journal (visit the AnthroSource Database to search for 
articles).  

a. This article CANNOT be already listed on the syllabus. 
b. This article CANNOT be a book review. 
c. This article MUST be written by an anthropologist.  

2. At least one reading from Part One or Part Two of our syllabus.   
Grading|  
 Students are expected to meet all requirements listed above to achieve a “C” on the 
 paper under the assumption that an “average” performance includes reading the 
 directions thoroughly. Attention to detail and a careful answering of each of the questions 
 listed in “Description” will merit a higher grade.  
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Final Paper Assignment: Book Review  
Due| End of Finals Week (Week 17)  

 
• Cvetkovich, A. 2012. Depression: A Public Feeling. Duke University Press: Durham, NC.  
• Martin, E. 2009. Bipolar Expeditions: Mania and Depression in American Culture. Princeton 

 University Press: Princeton, NJ.  
• Orr, J. 2006. Panic Diaries: A Genealogy of Panic Disorder. Duke University Press: Durham, NC.  
• Another book of your choosing to be discussed in office hours before the paper is due. 

 
Description| Culture and Conceptions of Mind, Mental Illness and Sanity in the United States, a new 
peer-reviewed academic journal has requested that you write a book review of one of the three 
books listed above. Book reviews are written for the audience of the journal and provide key 
information about the book and the author as well as a critical investigation of the books main 
points. Your book review should be written for an audience interested in the objectives of our 
course (see page 1 of the syllabus). It should include the following:  

1. An Introduction with a brief summary of the book’s main argument.  
2. An expanded summary of the main argument. What is the author’s reason for 

writing this text? If there is a concise thesis statement, which drives the argument, include that 
here. How does this argument or approach compare to other authors interested in these subjects?  

3. A brief biography of the author. How does this book relate to her previous work? What 
research has she done on this work previously? Does the work represent a substantive change in 
direction for the author? What is important about this change?  

4. Summary of the book.  What methods does the author use? What is the flow and direction 
of the work? How does each chapter contribute to the author’s main argument? 

5. Strengths. What works well in this text? What about this text would be of interest or use for 
readers of This vs. That (see course objectives in syllabus for insight into the readers of the journal).  

6. Weaknesses. What if any were the text’s weaknesses? Don’t be overly critical here, rather, 
offer constructive critique. What is missing from the argument? What could be improved? How? 

7. Conclusion. Summarize your opinion of the book. Provide a list of professions or readers who 
would find this work worthwhile and would benefit from reading the book.  

 
Requirements|  
 Format and Submission|  

1. 1-inch margins, 12-point, Times New Roman font, double-spaced.  
2. Citations in APA style (http://www.bibme.org/citation-guide/apa/)  
3. 2-3 pages in length.  
4. Post paper on class forum and bring a hardcopy to class.  

 Resources|  
   Students must reference and cite:  

1. At least one  article or text from Part One, Part Two and Part Three of our 
semester readings. This means three outside references in addition to the book 
being reviewed.  

Grading|  
Students are expected to meet all requirements listed above to achieve a “C” on the 
paper under the assumption that an “average” performance includes reading the 
directions thoroughly. Attention to detail and a careful answering of each of the questions 
listed in “Description” will merit a higher grade.  
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Reading Response 
Due 11:59 pm the day before class meets (2 times a week unless otherwise specified) 

 
Each week you are required to submit a brief reading summary and discussion question for each of the 
reading assignments before class meets. Please see the paragraph above for clarification on which reading 
assignments you will be discussing in section. Because there are two lectures and reading assignments per 
week, this means you will almost always be doing at least two summaries and two discussion questions for 
every section meeting. These reading responses must be submitted online no later than 11:59 PM the day 
before class meets, in addition to bringing a hard copy to section. I will read your responses before the 
class and they and will be a fundamental part of both the daily proceedings and your overall participation 
grade. You may also be asked to share your question with the class. 

 
The discussion question you submit should meet the following criteria: 
1. A 1-3 sentence summary of the reading, which demonstrates that you have, in fact, done the reading. 
2. The question should be asked in such a way that it might provoke conversation and facilitate good 

discussion.  
3. Either the summary or the question should demonstrate an engagement with the texts by: a) referring the 

reader to a particular part of the text (a page number or a paragraph) and quoting briefly from the text or 
b) utilizing some of the keywords and vocabulary of the reading. 

4. Discussion questions should be submitted online by noon the day prior to your discussion section, 
followed up with a hard copy to be turned in during section. 
 

Discussion questions will be graded on a three-point scale: 
O = missing  
✓- = incomplete or inadequate   
✓= met all the criteria   
✓+ = met more than the criteria 

 
 


